27 May 201 |
Friday Notes

2/8 Families,

Another week has passed and we are closer than ever to homecoming! Below | have information for
you concerning local accommodations, obtaining a base pass and homecoming events/signs. We would
like to welcome the newest addition to our Family Readiness Team, Ms. Catherine, the new Family
Readiness Officer. We will be working hard next week to bring her up to speed with all of the
information and resources so that she can hit the ground running. Additionally, we have a new Deputy
Family Readiness Officer, GySgt Mann, who will be working with the new FRO to ensure a smooth
transition and successful homecoming. Any questions, give the office a call and we will send out contact
information for them as soon as they both have completed their training.

Base Pass

How to get on base if you do not have a military (DOD) sticker on your vehicle: If you do not have a
DOD military sticker on your vehicle, you must obtain a Visitor’s Pass to get on base at Camp Lejeune.
Visitor Passes are available at the Main Gates (PMO Kiosk/Visitor Center) and are issued for a 24-hour
period. On the day of the homecoming, special areas will be set-up at the Main Gates for issuing passes
to those attending the homecoming. You must provide the Military Police (MP) with a valid driver’s
license, vehicle registration, and proof of insurance — this is for the driver of the vehicle and the
registration must be in the driver’s name.

Things to remember:
-Animals other than designated service animals are not allowed in the battalion areas
-By order of the base general, alcohol is not allowed at homecoming

-You may experience significant delays due to circumstances out of our control (i.e. weather,
mechanical difficulties) so make sure you bring plenty of water, as it will be hot out, and
something to sit on. We will provide tents and chairs, but spots fill up fast.

Directions on base

Signs will be in place to direct you to the appropriate location for your Marine’s/Sailor’s homecoming.
Follow the signs to the homecoming area and if you get lost, just give us a call!

There will be a designated parking area for Family and Friends. While on Base, you will be able to eat at
any of the food establishments — Burger King, Dominos Pizza, Michaelangelo’s Pizza, Subway (several
other fast food places are located in the Main Exchange) all of these establishments are located off
Holcomb Blvd.- the main road through Base. However, you will not be able to purchase gas or items
from the “7 day stores” (gas stations) without a military ID card. There are restroom facilities and an
indoor waiting area at the Marine Corps Exchange. If you have small children, you may want to consider
packing a change of clothes (accidents happen), extra juice or bottled milk and extra diapers/wipes
(remember to prepare for the possibility of delays).




Welcome Home Signs

You can hang up “Welcome Home” signs for your loved one at the homecoming area, or on the

Fence at the main gate where permitted. However, you will need to bring your own materials

and what goes up, must come down. Please remove them after your Marine has returned to you. Signs
are taken down every week by the base as posted on the fences. If your sign is removed by the base
you will not be able to it back. It has long been a tradition for families to hang signs outside of the Main
Gate on Hwy 24 on “the fence” — if you’re not familiar with this, trust us, you’ll know it when you see it!

Homecoming Expectations

Some family members have commented that they thought there should be more fanfare and ceremony
for the returning Marines as they arrive. Most units arrive in small groups by bus or van and the primary
desire of the individual Marine is to be reunited with their loved ones and get away from the crowd.
Hence, we do not schedule formations or welcoming speeches. We usually have recreation activities,
music, refreshments for the comfort and entertainment of the waiting families. After the Marines and
ailors turn in their weapons and have accountability for their gear they are free to leave with their
families to the local area. They will be briefed on when they must return to check back in.

Local Airports

Raleigh-Durham International (RDU) - 2.5 hours drive from Jacksonville
Albert . Ellis Airport, Jacksonville (OAJ) — 30 minutes from Main Gate
Kinston Airport (ISO) — | hour drive from Jacksonville

New Bern Airport (EWN) — 45 minutes from Jacksonville

Wilmington Airport (ILM) - | hour drive from Jacksonville

Taxi

There are several Taxi services in the area that will provide shuttle services to and from the
area airports. The approximate one-way price depends on which airport you are flying in from
and where in Jacksonville you are staying. Raleigh- Durham International approx. $200.00,
Wilmington Airport approx. $70.00 and Jacksonville Airport approx. $26.00. We are not
endorsing any particular Taxi service; however, for more information contact Onslow County
Tourism (910) 455-1113.

Rental Car

You may find a rental car is more suited to your needs while you are in town. A few tips to keep
in mind — When making a reservation it’s a good idea to ensure availability and is often key to
receiving special discounts. Check your homeowners or renters insurance policies to see if you
are covered or if you need to purchase insurance through the rental agency. Make sure the
agency checks and notes any damages already on the vehicle before you sign for it!

Enterprise Rentals, conveniently located at the Main Exchange, has adjusted their corporate
policy to allow the under 25 driver to rent cars. They can be reached at 451-7744. Budget Truck
Rentals is also offered at the Central Service Station. They can be reached at 451-0854.

Local Hotels

Below is a short list of hotels in the local area. This is not a complete list, and you may want to stay at a
different hotel. There are beach rentals available although it is going to be the end of tourist season and
they may be booked. Your best resource for this is Google. If you need assistance locating a different
hotel/accommodation please contact the office. The Lejeune Inn, 910 451-3041, may also available, but
rooms must be reserved in the name of the active duty member.



Comfort Suites
www.comfortsuites.com - 130 Workshop Lane, Jacksonville - (910) 346-8900

Ramada
www.ramada.com - 603 N Marine Blvd, Jacksonville - (910) 455-4100

Quality Inn
www.qualityinn.com - 701 N. Marine Blvd., Jacksonville - (910) 347-6111

Sleep Inn & Suites
www.sleepinn.com - 129 Circuit Lane, Jacksonville - (910) 478-0099

Liberty Inn
www.libertyinnlejeune.com - 1723 Lejeune Boulevard, Jacksonville - (910) 353-3336

Suburban Extended Stay Hotel Camp Lejeune
www.suburbanhotels.com - 1323 Lejeune Boulevard, Jacksonville - (910) 346-7759

Extended Stay America Hotel Jacksonville - Camp Lejeune

www.extendedstayamerica.com - 20 McDaniel Drive, Jacksonville - (910) 347-7684

Have a great weekend, M


http://www.comfortsuites.com/hotel-jacksonville-north_carolina-NC017?promo=gglocal
http://www.ramada.com/Ramada/control/Booking/property_info?propertyId=26013&cid=IP_Local
http://www.qualityinn.com/hotel-jacksonville-north_carolina-NC003?promo=gglocal
http://www.sleepinn.com/hotel-jacksonville-north_carolina-NC380?promo=gglocal
http://www.libertyinnlejeune.com/
http://www.suburbanhotels.com/hotel-jacksonville-north_carolina-NC616?promo=gglocal
http://www.extendedstayamerica.com/minisite/?hotelID=737&sisearchengine=2&siproduct=1

