Family Readiness Policy Statement

1st Battalion, 9th Marines enjoys one of the most storied unit histories in the Marine Corps.  I’m proud to be part of that legacy and look forward to forging the next chapter.  As we prepare for our next combat deployment, we will encounter long training days, arduous field periods, and a multitude of professional challenges.  In order to be successful, every Marine and Sailor in the Battalion will need to focus their full attention to the tasks at hand.  Family Readiness is a pillar of our Battalion’s readiness that is as important as any other.  Simply put, every Marine in the Battalion should have enough stability and support from his family support structure that he can focus on training and honing the critical skills that will make us successful.
My vision of Family Readiness is an inclusive network that encompasses the families a Marine was born into, sworn into, and married into.  Each of these families provides support and a moral anchor that can help individuals endure the rigors of training, deployment and operations.  Regular announcements, meetings and family events are all tools to help inform and prepare families for military life and improve their support to Marines and Sailors.  Resources to assist with specific requirements are available and no Marine of family member should hesitate to ask for help when they need it.  
Our Family Readiness Officer (FRO) manages the Readiness Program and there is none better than Jeanmarie Hoopii.  She maintains the highest level of training and is thoroughly familiar with all aspects of readiness and resources available.   Ultimately, I am responsible for the readiness of the Battalion to include family readiness.  It’s important to always remember that there is no substitute for sufficient, engaged leadership across the Battalion who know and understands their Marines and Sailors.  
The time to start building a strong family network is not the day we deploy.  By the time we depart I want to ensure families are fully informed and integrated into a network of information and resources.  Families are not part of our mission; they are the reason for all our missions!
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